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On 17th August, 1862, the Dakota Sioux rose up and decided to drive out white settlers from

the area.Over the next two months they made extensive attacks on hundreds of settlers and

immigrants, which in a large number of deaths, and caused many to flee the area.Much has

been written of the Sioux uprising of 1862, particularly from the perspective of white settlers

and soldiers who put down the Dakota outbreak, such as A. P. Connolly’s A thrilling narrative of

the Minnesota massacre and the Sioux war of 1862-63, Isaac V. D. Heard’s History of the

Sioux war and massacres of 1862 and 1863 and Harriet Bishop’s Dakota war whoop: or, Indian

massacres and war in Minnesota, of 1862-3.It is rare that we are actually able to gain insight

from the perspective of a Native American participant who is able to answer questions such as

why the uprising began and how the war was fought.Chief Big Eagle’s short book A Sioux

Story of the War therefore provides unique insight into this ferocious conflict that erupted at the

end of 1862.R. I. Holcombe, the editor and compiler of this book, interviewed Chief Big Eagle

at Flandreau, South Dakota, and was able to shed light upon the war from a Sioux

perspective.This book is essential reading for anyone interested in the history of the west and

conflicts that erupted between white settlers and the Native American tribes.Chief Big Eagle,

Wamditanka, was the leader of a band of Mdewakanton Dakota Sioux in Minnesota. In 1862 he

and his band joined Taoyateduta and took part in a Sioux uprising. He eventually surrendered.

R. I. Holcolmbe was a prominent historian in Minnesota. Their book was first published in 1894.

Wamditanka passed away in 1906 and Holcombe passed away in 1916.



A SIOUX STORY OF THE WARChief Big Eagle’s story of the Sioux outbreak of 1862THE

INDIANS’ SIDE OF THE STORY, TOLD BY ONE OF THEIR LEADERS THE STORY FROM

OUTBREAK TO SURRENDER WHY AND HOW THE SIOUX FOUGHT CAUSES OF THE

WAR, COMMENTS ON THE CAMPAIGNS, AND BATTLE MEMORIES OF FORT RIDGELY,

NEW ULM, BIRCH COULIE, WOOD LAKE, ETC., ETC.First published by St. Paul Pioneer

Press, in 1894.Copyright © R. I. Holcombe.This edition published in 2019.A SIOUX STORY OF

THE WARThe stories of the great Sioux war in Minnesota in 1862 never grow old. They are

always new to many and never dull to anybody. Although thirty-two years, nearly a third of a

century, have passed since that eventful episode, yet to many it seems but a few months since

barbarism rode rampant over a great part of the state, and civilization, gashed and bleeding,

was prone on the prairies, with none to bind up the wounds. All over the state are survivors of

that terrible contest who remember its incidents and relate them as if the crack of the rifle and

the din of the war-whoop yet rang in their ears. The story is always of interest to them.There

are two sides to this as to every other story. The version of the white people ought to be well

enough known. But the Indian side, strangely enough, has not been recorded. The soldiers of

the Union read no stories of the great Rebellion with more interest than the narratives of the ex-

Confederates, and we never got the full and true story of the war until they began to write. So

we can never fully understand the Sioux war of 1862 until the Indians tell their story.Perhaps

the most notable survivor of the old Sioux hostiles is Mr. Jerome Big Eagle, now residing near

Granite Falls, in this state. His true Christian name, however, is Elijah. His Indian name is

“Wamdetonka,” which literally means Great War Eagle, but he was commonly called Big Eagle.

The Sioux for the common bald eagle is “hu-ya” and “wamde” means war eagle, “tonka”

meaning great or big. He was a sub-chief, and may be termed one of the Sioux generals, since

he had a band or division of his own. A representative of the Pioneer Press, who for some time

has been engaged in the work referred to, recently interviewed Mr. Big Eagle at Flandrau, S.

D., where he was temporarily on a visit, upon the subject of the war of 1862. He cannot speak

English, and Rev. John Eastman of Flandrau, an educated and intelligent gentleman, and Mrs.

Nancy Huggan, a sketch of whose adventurous life appears in this volume, kindly acted as

interpreters during the “talk,” which lasted several hours.Mr. Big Eagle was first informed that

his statements were wanted solely in order that a correct knowledge of the military movements

of the Indians during the war might be learned. It was suggested to him that no harm therefrom

could come to him or any of his people; that neither the war banner nor the “bloody shirt”

waved any longer in Minnesota; that it was well known that he was a prominent character in the

war, but that he was now and had been for many years a quiet, industrious Christian citizen,

respected by all who knew him, and he was assured that he would be correctly reported. He

readily consented to tell his story, and gave full permission to use his name. Other Indians

interviewed on the same subject gave certain information, but requested that their names be

not printed. Big Eagle’s story is here given substantially as related to the reporter by the two

intelligent interpreters, or at least as it was understood.The old man was very frank and

unreserved. He did not seem to wish to avoid or evade an answer to a single question. He is of

more than ordinary intelligence, and spoke candidly, deliberately and impassively, and with the

air and manner of one striving to tell “the whole truth and nothing but the truth.” He proved a

mine of information, and his story contains many items of history never before published.“I was

born in the Indian village of my father near Mendota, in 1827, and am now sixty-seven years

old. My father was Grey Iron, a sub-chief of the Midawa-xanton Sioux. When he died I



succeeded him as chief of the band and adopted the name of his father, Wambde-tonka,

which, as is commonly called, means the Big Eagle. When I was a young man I often went with

war parties against the Chippewas and other enemies of my nation, and the six feathers shown

in the head-dress of my picture in the Historical society at St. Paul stand for six Chippewa

scalps that I took when on the warpath. By the terms of the treaties of Traverse des Sioux and

Mendota in 1851, the Sioux sold all of their lands in Minnesota, except a strip ten miles wide

on each side of the Minnesota river from near Fort Ridgely to the Big Stone lake. The

Medawakantons and Wacoutas had their reservation up to the Yellow Medicine. In 1858 the ten

miles of this strip belonging to the Medawakanton and Wacouta bands, and lying north of the

river were sold, mainly through the influence of Little Crow. That year, with some other chiefs, I

went to Washington on business connected with the treaty. The selling of that strip north, of the

Minnesota caused great dissatisfaction among the Sioux, and Little Crow was always blamed

for the part he took in the sale. It caused us all to move to the south side of the river, where

there was but very little game, and many of our people, under the treaty, were induced to give

up the old life and go to work like white men, which was very distasteful to many.
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Ebook Tops Reader, “The rest of the story. I have read many books of the Indian wars however

it was refreshing toread the Indian side of the story. I found the story well written and

interesting.People forget that the Indians were trying to protect what belonged to thembefor

they were invaded. As in all people there were some who were just cruel.”

Jennifer Smith, “Big Eagle is one of my ancestors and I grew .... Big Eagle is one of my

ancestors and I grew up hearing many stories about the war. It was fascinating to read about it

from his perspective. It was also an eerily strange feeling to "hear" his words for the first time.

My family will treasure this book.”

L. Martin, “It was OK. I've read a lot of books and articles about this short war. Chief Big

Eagle's account doesn't really add anything new. He can't be faulted for not adding more
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information than he knew. At the time this was published there probably wasn't much

information out there about how the Indians were pushed beyond what they could bear. I feel

bad for the innocent suffering on both sides.”

The book by Wamditanka has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 9 people have provided feedback.
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